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PROJECT OVERVIEW

Reliquaries for the fungible, installation view from the Tech Rider’s Dilemma exhibition, Rezidenta9, Bucharest RO, 2023

Reliquaries for the Fungible (2023) tackles issues related to new media care and survival, transience 
and structural vulnerabilities of art & science collaborations.

The project investigates methodological similarities between scientific and artistic practices, gathering 
various components that are usually discarded, reused, upcycled or simply abandoned in a drawer - 
e.g. titanium or laser test pieces, broken sensors, electronic components etc. -, and creating a context 
of care and reevaluation of what is culturally valuable and why. The collected relics are currently kept in 
five reliquaries that invite the public to approach, but at the same time reacts to disruptive variables, 
human or environmental, that were part of the factors which initially led to their obsolescence.

A sonic environment is generated live using data from sensors measuring vulnerabilities (time, 
humidity, temperature etc.), which humans repeatedly throw off balance by just being present in the 
same space and time.

Reliquaries for the Fungible was created in the framework of Tech Rider’s Dilemma, powered by Marginal, rooting 
the research component developed within the project which surveyed sensitive points in new media survival, 
heritage with a focus on art & science / technology and various forms of technical dysfunctions and archiving of 
electronic artworks, caused by the dynamics of obsolescence, practices based on improvisation and a penury of 
inter- and transdisciplinary collaborations in Romania. 
The project questioned the possible interactions between tech and art, and investigates the necessity of a structured 
approach to planning/ production, showcasing and preserving new media works, while opening an active dialogue 
aimed at understanding the vulnerabilities of art, not just in the face of time, but also related to technological 
changes and ideological evolution, as well as public interactions, taking the first steps towards creating protocols for 
new media archiving and preservation in Romania.

https://sabinasuru.ro/portfolio/reliquaries-for-the-fungible/
https://marginal.ro/project/tech-riders-dilemma/
https://www.instagram.com/rezidenta_9/
https://sabinasuru.ro/portfolio/reliquaries-for-the-fungible/
https://marginal.ro/project/tech-riders-dilemma/
https://marginal.ro/


INSTALLATION VIEW - Rezidența9 Gallery, Bucharest RO, 2023
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INSTALLATION DETAILS - Rezidența9 Gallery, Bucharest RO, 2023
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THE FUNGIBLES, or NEW MEDIA RELICS

3 of the 5 currently enshrined fungibles, from left to right:
➔ Soldering test, IR laser, 1030nm stainless steel, donation from CETAL x INFLPR
➔ Analogue light sensor broken by being stepped on by a fellow artist, during montage for the Tech Rider’s Dilemma exhibition, Nov.2023, inevitable auto-donation
➔ EPROM chip, mid-80s, extracted from faulty module of the installation Mineral Amnesia, donated by artist Ioana Vreme Moser

https://www.ioanavrememoser.com/mineral-amnesia
https://www.ioanavrememoser.com/ivm


TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

Interactive installation 
blown glass objects, parts from dysfunctional media works from other artists or waste from scientific 
experiments at the National Institute for Laser, Plasma & Radiation Physics, plexiglass prisms 20x20x10 
cm, stands (variable heights), sensors (humidity, light, temperature, distance), electronics, live 
generated sound

Space: 
separate room*, ideally at least 1 white wall, no lighting needed (the installation includes the needed 
lighting) / ~3x4 m footprint, 1.20-1.50m height
*the installation isn’t very invasive phonically, but the bass frequencies generated are strong enough to travel in 
open spaces

Tech Rider:
1. Provided by the artist: 

- main installation - 5 reliquaries, 5 prisms, 5 aluminium stands
- sound infrastructure - 1 subwoofer, 1 raspberry pi, 1 sound board, 1 amplifier, patch cables
- lighting: 1 reflector, 1 tripod

2. Provided by the festival: 
- 1 power strip with 4 sockets (min.5 m cable, ground colour)
- 1 power strip with 1 socket (min. 5 m cable, ground colour)
- internet connection

Reliquaries for the fungible, work-in-progress view from the Tech Rider’s Dilemma exhibition, Rezidenta9, Bucharest RO, 2023

https://sabinasuru.ro/portfolio/reliquaries-for-the-fungible/
https://marginal.ro/project/tech-riders-dilemma/
https://www.instagram.com/rezidenta_9/


SABINA SURU

sabina.suru@gmail.com
www.sabinasuru.ro
ig @sabina.suru

Bucharest, Romania

mailto:sabina.suru@gmail.com
http://www.sabinasuru.ro

